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PRESS RELEASE 
 

A New Era Begins: Georgian Triangle Humane Society (GTHS) 
Celebrates Groundbreaking of New Facility and $10.6 Million 

Fundraising Milestone 
 
Collingwood, ON (September 18, 2025) – The Georgian Triangle Humane Society 
(GTHS) announced it has officially broken ground on the David & Helen Capin Regional 
Centre for Pets and People (RCPP), a vital new facility that will allow the organization to 
shelter more animals, serve more families in need, and meet the growing demands of 
the South Georgian Bay community. 
 
The celebration, held at the future site at 135 Sandford Fleming Drive on September 18, 
also marked an extraordinary milestone in the capital campaign: $10.6 million raised 
toward the $17.6 million goal. While this is an incredible achievement, GTHS 
emphasizes that community donations are still urgently needed to complete the project. 
 
“Today’s groundbreaking is not just the start of a building project—it’s the beginning of a 
much-needed new chapter for our community,” said Karen Marsh, Executive Director of 
GTHS. “Our current facility on Tenth Line is overcrowded and stretched to its limits. 
Thanks to the generosity of our donors, volunteers, and partners, we are creating a 
space that will help thousands more animals and people each year, and we’re excited to 
build on this momentum as we focus on raising the rest of the funds needed.” 
 
The new David & Helen Capin Regional Centre for Pets & People will: 
 

• Shelter over 5,500 animals annually, ensuring they receive safety, nutrition, 
and rehabilitation. 

• Provide more than 6,700 spay/neuter surgeries each year, expanding our 
already successful programs to improve animal health and reduce 
overpopulation. 

• Foster hope for 2,200+ people in crisis, offering resources and stability when 
it’s needed most. 

• Engage more than 6,000 youth annually through compassionate, hands-on 
learning. 

• Welcome 30,000 visitors, connecting pets with loving homes more quickly. 
• Support 600 volunteers and 50 staff, ensuring every animal receives dedicated 

care. 
 
Monika Merz, Chair of the GTHS Board of Directors, along with her husband Michael T. 
Miller, made a significant philanthropic gift to the GTHS, resulting in the naming of the 
Animal Hospital & Wellness Centre.  
 
“This centre has always been about heart, compassion and community,” said Merz. “We 
are proud to support this vital project, knowing it will provide urgent medical care and 
wellness services to animals and families in need and expand successful programs like 
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spay and neuter, which are so essential to long-term solutions. Our hope is that this 
hospital will become a cornerstone of compassion for generations to come.” 
 
Designed by Unity Design Studio and built by Bertram Construction, the RCPP will be a 
functional, welcoming and sustainable space that reflects the deep bond between 
animals and people. It will directly address the urgent need caused by the region’s rapid 
growth, economic pressures leading to increased animal surrenders, and the limitations 
of the current shelter. 
 
Our cherished animals deserve more than four walls—they deserve a safe, nurturing 
home where they can thrive. Community support is critical to bringing this vision to life.  
Please consider making your gift today at www.supportgths.ca. 
 
Support the Regional Centre for Pets & People 
 
Community support is critical to bringing this vision to life. To learn more about donating 
to the project, please contact: 
 
Martin van Zon     Kayla van Zon  
Fundraising Consultant    Fundraising Consultant 
mvanzon@interkom.ca    kvanzon@interkom.ca  
 
 
About The Georgian Triangle Humane Society 
 
The GTHS is a non-profit charity that operates an Animal Centre serving the south 
Georgian Bay region by providing shelter for homeless animals and adopting them to 
caring families. They offer innovative programs that enhance and support the human-
animal bond. These programs include Lifelong Learning, Access to Care and Animal 
Transport for pets in underserved communities. For more information, visit 
https://gths.ca/. 
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Media Contacts 
 
Kristin Holmes 
Director of Development and Communications 
Georgian Triangle Humane Society 
marketing@gths.ca 
 
Anita Wong/Cindy Watson 
StrategicAmpersand 
anita@stratamp.com / cindy@stratamp.com 
(416) 219-6357 / (647) 206-3676 
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