
 

 

 

 

 
NEWS RELEASE 
For Immediate Release 

 
GEORGIAN TRIANGLE HUMANE SOCIETY RECEIVES $35,000 GRANT FROM 
PETSMART CHARITIES OF CANADA TO HELP MORE ADOPTABLE PETS FIND 

FAMILIES IN SOUTH GEORGIAN BAY 
PetSmart Charities National Adoption Week In-Person Events to Take Place at Local PetSmart Stores 

March 18-24  

 
[COLLINGWOOD, ON] – [MARCH 12, 2024] – The Georgian Triangle Humane Society (GTHS) has 
received a $35,000 grant from PetSmart Charities of Canada® to help prepare more pets in 
South Georgian Bay (including Town of Collingwood, Town of Wasaga Beach, The Town of Blue 
Mountains, Municipality of Meaford, Clearview Township and Grey Highlands Township) for 
adoption. An estimated one hundred thousand pets make their way into shelters each year in 
Canada. In partnership with PetSmart Charities of Canada, the GTHS will bring adoptable pets to 
two PetSmart locations in support of National Adoption Week, taking place March 18 - 24, 
2024. 
 
The PetSmart Charities of Canada grant will support the GTHS in facilitating and promoting 
offsite adoptions at participating PetSmart retail locations to help encourage adoptions for pets 
in GTHS care.  Funding will go toward ongoing staff training at PetSmart locations, GTHS 
volunteer recruitment and training for offsite adoptions, fuel and vehicle maintenance to 
increase the frequency of transportation of animals to PetSmart locations, spay and neuter 
surgeries for adoptable animals and foster supplies, as the GTHS expands its foster program to 
include a foster-to-adopt model, which will help reduce length of stay and provide more 
comfortable living conditions for the most vulnerable pets in GTHS care. Approximately 360 
pets are projected to benefit from these initiatives. 
 
Raya, previously named Evangeline, is one of the lucky pets who was adopted through the 

PetSmart offsite adoption program in August of 2023. She is settling in beautifully with her new 

family and is a ray of sunshine in their lives.  

http://www.petsmartcharities.ca/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“We are so grateful to PetSmart Charities of Canada for this adoption grant,” says Karen Marsh, 

executive director of the GTHS.  “In 2023, we saw a 41.3% increase in lost dogs coming into 

GTHS care and a 25% increase in cat intakes. Continuing to facilitate offsite adoptions at 

PetSmart Owen Sound and Mapleview Barrie locations will help us increase the chances for 

pets to find their new families.  Even more, this funding will help us provide compassionate care 

to animals recovering from a medical condition or surgery, and animals who are not thriving in 

the shelter environment, by enabling us to expand our foster program to include a foster-to-

adopt model.  By allowing these animals to be fostered prior to adoption, we feel it will give 

them the best chance of finding a new, loving home in a timely manner.  

“Shelters across the country are struggling to keep pace with the number of animals coming in 

and need support from their communities to bring pets and people together,” said Heidi 

Marston, director of pet placement at PetSmart Charities of Canada.  “We’re proud to support 

the GTHS and the essential work they do to care and advocate for the animals that come 

through their door in need of loving families. Please consider supporting their lifesaving work 

through volunteering, fostering, adopting, or making a donation.”  

PetSmart Charities of Canada National Adoption Week is a special time during the year. PetSmart 

stores feature adoptable pets to meet and cuddle in spacious areas, and staff and volunteers are 

on-hand to make introductions and answer questions. Potential pet parents can also learn about 

the products and services they’ll need for the best possible start with their new family members. 



To learn more about GTHS programs and services, and view adoptable animals, visit gths.ca, or 

follow along for updates on Facebook (facebook.com/gths.ca) or Instagram 

(@gthumanesociety). 

WHEN/WHERE:  

Adoptable pets will be available at the following times and PetSmart locations: 

• Cats and kittens will be available for adoption at the Owen Sound PetSmart location for 

National Adoption Week (March 18 – 24, 2024). 

• Cats and kittens are available for adoption at the Mapleview Barrie PetSmart location on 

a regular, rotating two-week schedule.  Meowser, Spirit and Phantom are currently there 

waiting to meet their new families: 
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About The Georgian Triangle Humane Society  
  
The GTHS is a non-profit charity that operates an Animal Centre serving the south Georgian Bay 
region by providing shelter for homeless animals and adopting them to caring families. They 
offer innovative programs that enhance and support the human-animal bond. These programs 
include Lifelong Learning, Access to Care and Animal Transport for pets in underserved 
communities.  
 

 

About PetSmart Charities of Canada® 
PetSmart Charities of Canada is committed to making the world a better place for pets and all 
who love them. Through its in-store adoption program in all PetSmart® stores across the 
country, PetSmart Charities of Canada helps thousands of pets connect with loving families 

https://www.facebook.com/gths.ca
https://www.instagram.com/gthumanesociety/
http://www.petsmartcharities.ca/


each year. PetSmart Charities of Canada also provides grant funding to support organizations 
that advocate and care for the well-being of all pets and their families. Our grants and efforts 
connect pets with loving homes through adoption, improve access to affordable veterinary care 
and support families in times of crisis with access to food, shelter, and emergency relief. Each 
year, thousands of generous supporters help pets in need by donating to PetSmart Charities 
of Canada directly at PetSmartCharities.ca, while shopping at PetSmart.ca, and by using the PIN 
pads at checkout registers inside PetSmart stores. In turn, PetSmart Charities 
of Canada efficiently uses more than ninety cents of every dollar donated to fulfill its role as the 
leading funder of animal welfare in Canada, granting more than $25 million since its inception 
in 1999. Independent from PetSmart LLC, PetSmart Charities of Canada is a registered Canadian 
charity. To learn more visit www.PetSmartCharities.ca.  
 
Find PetSmart Canada & PetSmart Charities of Canada® on:  
Facebook: www.Facebook.com/PetSmartCanada   
Instagram: www.instagram.com/PetSmartCanada   
 

 

 
Media Contact: 

Kristin Holmes        24-Hour PetSmart Charities 

Marketing and PR Manager     Media Line:  623-587-2177 

Georgian Triangle Humane Society               

705-445-5204 ex 235               

marketing@gths.ca 

 

 

 

 

https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3341021-1&h=1566458220&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.petsmartcharities.ca%2F&a=www.PetSmartCharities.ca
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3341021-1&h=1087774261&u=https%3A%2F%2Fc212.net%2Fc%2Flink%2F%3Ft%3D0%26l%3Den%26o%3D3244397-1%26h%3D2279325947%26u%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.facebook.com%252FPetSmartCanada%26a%3Dwww.Facebook.com%252FPetSmartCanada&a=www.Facebook.com%2FPetSmartCanada
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3341021-1&h=3657891536&u=https%3A%2F%2Fc212.net%2Fc%2Flink%2F%3Ft%3D0%26l%3Den%26o%3D3244397-1%26h%3D196140012%26u%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.instagram.com%252FPetSmartCanada%26a%3Dwww.instagram.com%252FPetSmartCanada&a=www.instagram.com%2FPetSmartCanada

